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Christmas approaches and the racing takes a break until the New Year.

Recent fixtures have continued the previous theme of quality at younger ages, much less so for seniors, and no great quantity.  We started November with the National XC relays at Mansfield.  Unlike previous years the weather wasn’t great (read very wet) which meant the course wasn’t the usual firm surface – times were slower although that wasn’t my only excuse!  What didn’t change was the intensity and excitement of the competition.  It is a good early season indicator of form and well worth a day out.

We entered 2 U17 girls teams causing selection dilemmas – needless to say we got this marginally wrong costing us one position for the A team (15th).  Dan Cheeseman’s first race for us this winter saw 5th on the first stage and 8th fastest overall.  Clearly university is agreeing with him.  Unfortunately the rest of his team were injured, so it was a solo run.

Our star team were the U13 boys.  Solid opening runs from Lewis Pryke and Tyler Hutchinson left the way for Robbie Brown to record 6th fastest leg and move the team up to 6th.  Not far behind were the U15 boys finishing 11th with good solid legs from all runners, and Josh Schofield just finishing outside a top 10 timing.  What is clear from this is that to medal requires three very good runs, so both teams performed well.  Both B teams were made up of first year runners who delivered performances to be pleased with.  

The senior men only managed 5 runners and performed to expectation.  Good to see Andy Hilton running, possibly from last in the start pen and working his way through the field.

The last 2 West Yorkshire League races were at Shipley (difficult to get too and very foggy) and Wakefield, a rehearsal for the Yorkshire championships.  Both had more ups and downs and led to pleasing results.

Our usual stars delivered – Josh Schofield winning at Wakefield, Tyler and Elliot Hutchinson both finishing second at Shipley in the U13/U11 boys races.  Particularly pleasing was Nicole Grenier’s finely judged effort at Wakefield to take the race, leading the U13 girls to team victory, and a very good run from Ella Eadon to take second.  

They were ably backed up by the rest of the team with several top 10 places – Alice Linaker at both races moving to a new level and consistent performances from Charlie Sarginson (U15) and Nathan Smith (U13).  Ruth Aber worked her way through the field to take 6th in U11 girls.
Again it was good to see the efforts being made down the field – Toby Antucliff, Elisa Oakley and Ben Schofield stuck to their tasks to record good results at Wakefield.

Overall in the series we had our fair share of success – Joshua Dickinson was second U11 boy and ably supported by Elliot, Toby and Finnian Hutchinson led the team to 3rd.  The U17 girls individually finished 6th, 7th and 8th overall and this packing was enough to secure overall team honours.


Next races are the New Years Relay on the Knavesmire and the Yorkshire championships.  The relay is a fun event and a good way to blow off any overindulgence, more details on the club website.  I’ve prepared the Yorkshire entry and will have contacted you if I’ve entered you.  If you think I should have entered you and you haven’t heard please email me asap.

Its not too late to enter the Northerns and Nationals – you’ll need to be quick as entry dates are coming up.  Pontefract race course for Northerns is very convenient and a good test is guaranteed.  Parliament Hills is less convenient but far and away the best, and most well known, cross country course in Britain. 

I’m planning an end of season get together following the Ingrams Cross Country.  Current plans are to make this a relay event (teams drawn on the day) on 11th March at Rawcliffe Park.  More details to follow in the New Year.

Hope you all enjoy Christmas and best wishes for your XC racing in 2012.
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